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* By a King 


A Proclamation for remoouing the Staple of Moollt from parts beyond the Seas, unto certaine 
1 principall ¶ ities and Tomnes within this Our Realme_. 


Auing of late bene earneſtly petitioned by diuers of Our louing Subiects, 


aſwell ot the Growers and Bꝛeeders of Wooll, as the Merchants and Traders 
therein, and Clothiers and Conuerters thereof, to take into Our Pꝛintely care 
A andtonſideration, the due and oꝛderly dilpoling of the woolls of this Our King⸗ 
dome; we bythe aduite of Our pꝛiuie Countell, and Our Countell learned, haue 

Q | maturely examinedthe Lawes of Our Ringdome in that behalfe made, and the 
72 | Charters of the Staplers, concerning their power and intereſt in the Trade ol 
— vupying and lelling of woolls; Ind haue allo taken into Our Paincely conlidera- 
tion the tonuententie oka middle hand betweene the woll Growers, and Conuerters thereok, that ioyning 
the reſpect of State x policy, with that of right and Law, we might reſolue how the lame might be letled moſt 
fo the publique good of Our Subtects; And obleruing that Our famous pꝛogenitoꝛs, haue aſwell by diuers 


Lawes,as by ſundzte Charters made to the Sotietie of the Merchants ofthe Staple , pꝛouided that there 


ſhould be a continuall Trade oz Merchandize of buying and ſclling the Woolls of this Kingdome, either 
within the Realme oꝛ without, to which purpoſe diners Staples haue bene by them erected and alligned, al⸗ 
well within the Realme,as beyondthe Seas as the pꝛelent occaſion ofthe State had required; And finding 
that the Merchants of the Staple haue power and authozitie by the Charter and free grant of Our deare 
ſiſter Queene Elizabeth of famous memoꝛie, to keepe the Staple of Moolls at Middelburgh, Bridges, and Bergen- 
op Zoom, which is neuertheleſſe to be remoued and ſetled ellwhere within Our Land oz without, at the plea- 
ſure of Us, our Heires oz Sutteſſoꝛs, vpon nine moneths warning giuen vnto the ſaid Staplers vnder Dur 
great Seale ; And being relolued that it moſt tendeth to the generall good, that the Woolls of this Our 
Kingdome ſhall be wzought within Our Realme, To which end wee minding to continue and eſtabliſh a 


due and oꝛderly meanes, alwel to furniſh the wool-growers with ſeueral ſoꝛts of Chapmen foꝛ their Wools, 


and allo fo the fit and timely diſperſing and dilpoling thereok into all parts ofthis Our Realme, where it 
may be beſt vſed; And foꝛ that of ancient time the whole Trade and vle of wWoolls within this Realme hath 
beene vnder the gouernement ofthe Maioꝛ and Societie ofthe Staple foꝛ the time being, (other then that 


which the Clothters and Conuerters haue heretofoze,andmay ſtill lawfully buy to conuert,) And that the 


ſaid Staplers haue a gouernmenteſtabliſhed, both by the Lawes of this Kingdome, and by diners Char⸗ 
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?ersof Our famous P2ogenito2s,withlwozne O icers,as Wooll-winders, Poꝛters, Packers,Searchers, 
Woolchuters, Coꝛrettoꝛs and the like, fit fo: the well bling and oꝛdering of their Trade, and koꝛ the pꝛeuen⸗ 
ting of all frauds and deceits therein; By Our letters Patents lately made vnto them, Wee haue ſignified 
Our will and pleaſure, That they the laid Maioꝛ, Conſtables and Sotietie of Merchants of the Staple, and 
euery ot them ſhall within nine moneths next after the date thereof, remoone themlelues their goods and 
ſeruants, and by vertue of Our laid letters Patents, Wee haue declared foꝛ Us our Heires and Succeſſozs, 
That the Staple ot woolls ſhalbe and is remooued from the fozeſaid Townes of Middelburgh, Bridges, and 
Bergen op Zoom; And that from thentefooꝛth they and euery or them ſhall foꝛbeare to tary any Woolls out of 
this Kealme,to the laid plates. oz to any other plate whatſoener beyond the Seas; And by Our lad letters 
Pattents afoꝛelſaid, e haue aſſigned and appointed, That the Staples ſhall hereafter bee kept within this 
Our Realme, at the ſeuerall Cities, Townes and plates hereafter mentioned, Viz. At the Citie of London 
and the Suburbs thereof, at the tities ot Canterbury, Exeter, Norwich, Worceſter, Wincheſter, x Lincolne, And at the 
Townes of Shrewſbury,and Oſweſtrie in the Countie of Salop,Northampton, and Brackly in the Countie of North- 
hampton, Cirenceſter in the Countie of Glouceſter, Reading in the Countie of Berks, Kendall in the Countie of welt- 
merland, Sherborne in the Countie of Dorcet, Richmond, Hallifax, and Wakefield in the Countie of Yorke, Rateſdale in 
the Countie of Lancaſter, Tanton Deane in the Countie of Somerſet, Deuizesin the Countie of Wiles, Coggeſball in 
the Countie of Eſſex, And Woodſtocke in the Countie of Oxon. And Wee haue like wiſe thereby granted and 
confirmed vnto the Maioꝛ, Conſtables and Sotietie of the Merchants of the Staple of England, and to 
their Sucteſſoꝛs, and to all and ſingular Merchants and others, which are oz ſhal be of, and vnder the Free⸗ 
dome and gouernment ofthe Societieof the Staple of England, full and free power, libertie and Authoꝛitie 
to buy, bargaine and Contract all maner of Woolls in all parts of this Kingdome of England, and Domi⸗ 
nion of Wales, of all perlon and perſons whatſoeuer, and the lame to vtter and put to Sale in any ofthe laid 
Staple- markets, Cities oꝛ Townes without any impeachment, reſtraint oꝛ condition in that behalfe, | 

Notwithſtanding the Statute made in the fifth yeere of the late King Edward the ſixt, oꝛ any other Law, 
Statute, Reſtraint, Pꝛouiſion, oz Pꝛoclamation to the contrary in any Wile ; As by our ſaid Letters 
Patents vnder our great Seale of England moze at large appeareth. Me doe foz Us, Our Heires aud 
Ducceſſo2s,ftraightly charge, command and pꝛohibite all and euery our louing Subietts, thatnone of them 
doe Due, Implead, o2 vexein anyCourtofRecozd whatſocuer, the ſayd Merchants of the Staple, oz any 
ofthem,their Wines, Appzentices,02 houſhold ſeruants, oꝛ any ot them, foz oꝛ concerning buping of uwolles 
in any plate whatſoeuer,to ſell againe by Ketayle oꝛ other wile, within the Staple Townes afozeſayd. And 
if any Suit hereakter ſhalbe bꝛought oꝛ pꝛoſetuted in any of Pur Courts againſt the ſayd Perchants of the 
Staple. oꝛ any of them, their vaines, Appꝛentites oꝛ Houſhold ſeruants, foꝛ the buying of any woolls, which 
ſhall be bought to the intent to ſell againe at any of the ſayd Staple Townes, vpon any Statute oz Oꝛdi⸗ 
nance whatloeuer, made againſt Jngroſſing and buping ot woolles, to the intent to ſell them againe: Then 
aͤnd ſo often Mee doe by thele pꝛeſents, foꝛ Us, our Heires and Sucteſſoꝛs, will, charge and require ali and 
enery the Jndges and Juſtites of Us, our Heires and Sutteſſoꝛs, of all and euery our Courts, where any 
ſuch Suite ſhalbe bꝛought and pꝛoſecuted, and the Barons ol the Exchequer of Us, our Heires and Hucteſ⸗ 
ſoꝛs, ſo ſoone as they, oꝛ any of them ſhalbe truely certified, that the partie ſued is a Merchant ofthe Staple, 
oꝛ wife, Appzentice, oꝛ Houſhold ſeruant to a Merchant ot the Staple; They, and euery of them the ſayd 
Judges, Juſtices and Barons of Us, our Heires oz Ducceſſozs, ſhall vſe and imploy the vttermoſt of their 
power and authozitte , and take all courſes, and doe all things which may ſtand with Law and Juſtite, foz 
the ſpeedie topping and repꝛeſling of all ſuch Suits and troubles againſt the ſayd Merchants of the Staple, 
02 any of them, their wines,appzentices,ozhouſhold ſeruants ofthem, oꝛ any of them, foz buying andſelling 
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of Mooll as afoꝛeſayd. And Wee doe allo hereby reuoke, anddiſanulſtatl Licences, Powers, and Authoxi- 
ties which haue bene ginen,o2 may be pꝛetended to be ginen foꝛ the buying of wooll within this Land, either 
fo2 to Ship to any of His Maieſties Jlands, oꝛ to ſellagame vnconuerted, Except ſuch as haue bene ginen 
to the Merchants ot the Staple ; And doe hereby ſtraightly charge and tommaund, that the ſeuerall Dta- 
tutes in that behalfe made againſt all others ſhalbe put in exetution: And doe inhibite all others vpon paine 
of Our diſpleaſure, to buy oꝛ contract foꝛ any Wooll to ſell againe vnwꝛought: And further, to pꝛeuent and 
refoꝛme all frauds and abuſes heretotoꝛe pꝛactiʒed by Glouers and Fel- mongers, in the vttering ol their Fel 
wools, We will and oꝛdaine and ſtraightiy charge and command all Fel⸗mongers, and euery of them, which 
doe, oꝛ ſhall inhabite within twelue miles of any of the ſayd Staple Markets, Cities, oz Townes befoꝛe li⸗ 
mitted and aſſigned, That they and euery of them ſhall krom time to time put to ſale all ſoꝛts of their Fell- 
wools, at ſome oꝛ one ofthe ſayd Staple Markets oꝛ Townes, and not elſewhere, there to bee viewed, pꝛoo⸗ 
ued, weighed, and regiſtred by ſome of the Officers and Miniſters of the Staple. And to that ende and 
purpoſe, that a due and oꝛderly gouernment map be eſtabliſhed and continued at the Staple Townes afoꝛe⸗ 
ſayd both foꝛ weighing,pzoouing,learching, and diſpoſing ok all ſoꝛts ofthe uBoolles of this Our Realme, 
as may tend moſt to the welfare of all Our Subiects; Our will and pleaſure is, That the Mayoꝛ of the 
Staple foꝛ the time being, ſhall appoint ſome one ot the Sotietie to attend the Loꝛds of Our Pꝛiuie Coun- 
ſell foꝛ their Direction from time to time, whenſoener they ſhalbe commanded foꝛ that purpoſe. 

Pꝛouided neuertheleſſe, that the Clothiers and Dealers in New Dꝛaperies, oz any other naturall bozne 
Subietts, that ſhall buy to conuert into Panufactures, hall not be barred from buying immediatliy at the 
hands ofthe Wool grower, Wooll fit fo2 their vie ; And allo that the Dealers in New Dꝛaperies and 
Stuffes, who doe not vle the whole Fleete ofthe Woolles they buy, and haue vſed to ſell the reſt to the Clo- 
thiers, ſhall and may continue the ſame vlage, as fozmerly they haue done, ſo as they ſell the ſamt at the Sta- 

vie Parkets, thereto beviewed, weighed, and regiltred bythe Officersand Miniſters of theStaple. 
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Giucn at Burley on the Hill the foure and twentieth day of March, in the fifteenth yeere of Our Raigueof 
Great Britaine, France, and Ireland. 1 6 1 6. - 
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God ſaue the King. 


i Imprinted at London by Robert Barker, 


Printer to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
Anno Dom. 1616. 


